
Summarising Information

Who are the characters?

What is the magical place like?

Think about the ‘The Secret Garden’ story you have read so far. 

What is the story about? 

What is the magical place like?

Who are the characters?
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Summarising Information

When he saw Mary he held up his hand and spoke to her in a voice almost as low as 
and rather like his piping.  
‘Don’t tha’ move,’ he said. ‘It’d flight ‘em.’  
Mary remained motionless. He stopped playing his pipe and began to rise from the 
ground. He moved so slowly that it scarcely seemed as though he were moving at 
all, but at last he stood on his feet and then the squirrel scampered back up into the 
branches of his tree, the pheasant withdrew his head, and the rabbits dropped on all 
fours and began to hop away, though not at all as if they were frightened. I’m Dickon,’ 
the boy said. ‘I know tha’rt Miss Mary.’ 
Then Mary realised that somehow she had known at first that he was Dickon. Who else 
could have been charming rabbits and pheasants as the natives charm snakes in India? 
He had a wide, red, curving mouth and his smile spread all over his face. 
‘I got up slow,’ he explained, ‘because if tha’ makes a quick move it startles ‘em. A body 
‘as to move gentle an’ speak low when wild things is about.’  
He did not speak to her as if they had never seen each other before, but as if he knew 
her quite well. Mary knew nothing about boys, and she spoke to him a little stiffly 
because she felt rather shy.

Read this excerpt from 'The Secret Garden' p.116 (ch 10).

This should be no more 
than about 20 words. 
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Summarising Information

When he saw Mary he held up his hand and spoke to her in a voice almost as low as 
and rather like his piping.  
‘Don’t tha’ move,’ he said. ‘It’d flight ‘em.’  
Mary remained motionless. He stopped playing his pipe and began to rise from the 
ground. He moved so slowly that it scarcely seemed as though he were moving at 
all, but at last he stood on his feet and then the squirrel scampered back up into the 
branches of his tree, the pheasant withdrew his head, and the rabbits dropped on all 
fours and began to hop away, though not at all as if they were frightened. I’m Dickon,’ 
the boy said. ‘I know tha’rt Miss Mary.’ 
Then Mary realised that somehow she had known at first that he was Dickon. Who else 
could have been charming rabbits and pheasants as the natives charm snakes in India? 
He had a wide, red, curving mouth and his smile spread all over his face. 
‘I got up slow,’ he explained, ‘because if tha’ makes a quick move it startles ‘em. A body 
‘as to move gentle an’ speak low when wild things is about.’  
He did not speak to her as if they had never seen each other before, but as if he knew 
her quite well. Mary knew nothing about boys, and she spoke to him a little stiffly 
because she felt rather shy.

Read this excerpt from 'The Secret Garden' p.116 (ch 10).
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